2

0

1

4

W

I

N

T

E

R

/

S

P

R

I

N

G

E

D

PEARL OF THE
ISLANDS FOUNDATION
P

E

A

R

L

S

O

F

W

I

S

D

O

M

N

E

W

S

I

T

I

O

N

Inc.

Newsletter Issue Number : 08

L

E

T

T

E

R

Welcome to another issue of Pearls of Wisdom newsletter! The 2014 Winter/Spring edition is
filled with events and activities undertaken by the Pearl of the Islands Foundation during the
second half of the year.
The Turkish organization continues to keep forming bonds with groups and communities in
New Zealand on the top of its agenda. A number of activities took place. We had a family day
at our childcare centre. Ramadan Iftar dinners allowed individuals to get together and allow
people to realise exactly what we all have in common. PIF executed its annual food aid
programme by delivering over 120 food parcels to those in need. Love is a Verb was bought to
New Zealand thanks to the efforts by PIF. Check inside for more information and details!
In this issue:
- Little Pearls Family Whanau Day
- Food Aid 2014
- Kiwi Travel

- Ramadan Iftar Dinners
- ANZAC Students undergo Turkish classes
- Love is a Verb (LIAV) Wellington Gala
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Little Pearls Family Whanau Day
Little Pearls hosted a Family Whanau Day where all teachers, children and families got together.
A wonderful warm atmosphere was present where PIF volunteers served lunch and families
brought some delicious desserts.
It was a day for all the children came along wearing their favourite dress up and play out with their friends. The
gathering provided the opportunity for families to meet their child's friends and families. We hope this friendship
will be sustained life-long.
Little Pearls team was very happy to see a great turnout on a lovely sunny afternoon. Please visit
littlepearls.org.nz for more information on our Educare Centre.
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Ramadan Iftar Dinners
The Pearl of the Islands Foundation hosted a series of Iftar dinners during Ramadan in its annual attempt to bring
many people together from various ethnicities, religions and nationalities.
Intercultural Dialogue Platform Director Kerem Caliskan organized and hosted one in Palmerston North and
Wellington. A number of politicians, faith leaders, VIP’s, were among the invitees that attended the events.
Individuals from the Turkish community and wider pool of friends and family also gave pleasure in sharing their
Iftar with us.
For academics, Pearl of the Islands Foundation put together an Iftar at the Pearl Centre in Newmarket. PIF
officials, board members, academics and volunteers attended the program. The Turkish based foundation was
introduced to guests who were told of the activities and organizations undertaken by PIF. Pauline Cornwell and
Dr. Choudhary spoke of the Foundation in terms of what it intends to accomplish and achieve under the many
platforms it operates under. Desserts and tea followed the meals accompanied by networking within the office.
Iftar is one of the religious observances of Ramadan and is often done as a community, with people gathering to
break their fast together. PIF initiated these dinners several years ago for inter-cultural and interfaith dialogue to
help promote the true understanding of the month of Ramadan and explain its importance for Muslims to the
wider community.
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Food Aid 2014
During the month of Ramadan, PIF was very active in helping out the people of the community, especially those
in need. This year, the Turkish community continued its annual food parcel campaign.
With the help of Turkish based charity organization Kimse Yok Mu? (Is anybody out there?) and generous
volunteers of the foundation, we were able to deliver over 300 food aid parcels to various people and communities
around the country.
In Palmerston North dinner was provided for 200 people at a local mosque. 20 food aid parcels were delivered
thereafter.
Local Muslim communities gathered in New Plymouth to have share host an Iftar dinner. Alongside Turkish
people, Afghans, Malaysians and Pakistanis hosted the event. 15 food aid parcels were then delivered to individuals
who required them.
Food aid parcels were also delivered in Wellington and Hamilton.
PIF was also in contact with varying charities to effectively share the love, pairing up with the Fatimah Foundation
and ATWC to provide aid to people.
PIF was also present at an Iftar at the AUT masjid located in Auckland central. Students who required financial
assistance were given food parcels.
All in all, a very productive and great team effort by the Turkish community based in Auckland. We would like to
thank all our great volunteers for making this possible. We certainly believe and hope that our good deeds have
benefited people.
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ANZAC students Turkish Class
3 ANZAC students Daetona, BaPhong, and Alysha have continued their commitment to learning Turkish after
returning from the ANZAC Study Tour in April.
Every Saturday, the Manurewa and Papatoetoe Intermediate students have being visiting our Pearl Centre in
Newmarket to further their Turkish. Successful candidates will have the opportunity to attend the Turkish
Olympiads next year. A lot of hard work is required over the summer!
PIF believes New Zealand and Turkey have a historic bond which proves to be a good incentive to reinforce
existing relations between the two nations. Our small team work towards achieving a goal where we are able to
learn and teach each other’s culture and language.

Tuskon Turkey-World Trade
Bridge 2014
Two New Zealand businessmen participated in the
21st Tuskon event held in Turkey. As
representatives from New Zealand, Hasan Guler,
director of Grand Bazaar, attended the event to
create personal relationships with other business
owners and come to agreement with deals that
benefit both parties. The event which was spread
over several days contained 170 stalls/booths and
over 3000 participating individuals from all over
the world. PIF was able to assist in organizing the
trip over to Turkey for the businessmen. Our
foundation believes in building bridges between
New Zealand and Turkey and helps facilitate this
in any possible manner within our means.

⫷6 ⫸

Kiwi Travel
Kiwi Travel is a newly formed travel agent operating under Pearl of the Islands Foundation. It aims to connect
domestic or international visitors, predominantly Turkish tourists, who wish to explore the beauty New Zealand
has to offer. Also, it will also aid the Foundation financially and help cover operating expenses.
The newly formed initiative is managed under Faruk Yakur and Yusuf Ciftci. Kiwi Travel has so far organised a
number of tours. Places visited include Rotorua, Taupo and Queenstown.
Please get in touch with us if you are interested in the packages available.
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Love is a Verb (LIAV) Wellington Gala
Terry Spencer Hesser, writer, director and producer of the highly rated documentary 'Love is a Verb', visited New
Zealand to premier the documentary in Wellington in association with Pearl of the Islands Foundation.Along with
the film crew, PIF representatives Yalcin Solak, Yusuf Ciftci and Kerem Caliskan attended the movie gala.
The salon was full of those who were interested in learning more about the Gulen movement. Among those were
New Zealand public, Turkish community, PIF board members, and other friends and family of the Turkish based
foundation.
PIF helped organize the event to create greater awareness of the fruitful contributions Turkish communities
provide to the societies they belong in. The film received positive feedback from the viewers that were invited.
After the screening, CEO Yalcin Solak gifted director Terry Spencer with Turkish memorabilia.

Contact Us
pif.org.nz
info@pif.org.nz
+64 9 551 37 33

P. O. Box 99661,
Newmarket
Auckland 1149

Follow us on Twitter
@PIF_Inc to keep
updated
Pearl Centre;
Unit B, Level 1
404-412
Kyber Pass Road
Newmarket 1023
Auckland
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