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Auckland International Cultural 
Festival 

With the substantial generous donations of  our 
members and supporters, we have raised funds 
for over 100 food parcels. Over the past few 
weeks, we have organised and delivered these 
food parcels in collaboration with Red Cross 
and Fatimah Foundation. 

Holy Trinity Cathedral hosts 
PIF for a Ramadan Iftar 

The mutual gesture of  coming together under 
the same roof  to break-fast and celebrate the 
Ramadan spirit has been commended by 
guests that attended the night and also from 
members of  both the Holy Trinity Cathedral 
and the Pearl of  the Islands Foundation. 

Auckland Grammar represents 
NZ at IFLC 2018 

7 talented Auckland Grammar boys 
represented New Zealand at the International 
Festival of  Language and Culture 2018. 

Pearl of  the Islands Foundation
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Wellington Ramadan Iftar dinner 2018 
Over 80 honourable guests packed the Wellington Cathedral of  St Paul for a Ramadan Iftar dinner 
hosted and organised by the Pearl of  the Islands Foundation (PIF). 

The function, held in late May, is one of  the many Ramadan Iftar dinners PIF hosts over the holy month 
of  Ramadan in an effort to connect with people from diverse backgrounds and break bread together. 

Members of  Parliament, Ambassadors and Consular corps, media, academia, government, non-
government representatives, religious and community leaders, and many friends of  the Pearl of  the 
Islands Foundation were present. 
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Home Ramadan Iftar Dinners 
Alongisde the various Iftars we held at our office and venues, PIF supporters and staff  also host dinners at 
home to share the generosity of  Ramadan. These Iftar dinners are a great opportunity for individuals to 
engage in first-hand cultural exchange and consequent dialogue arising from the many commonalities. 

Holy Trinity Cathedral hosts PIF for a Ramadan Iftar 
The Parnell based Holy Trinity Cathedral hosted a Ramadan Iftar dinner for the Pearl of  the Islands 
Foundation (PIF) community members in what proved to be a magnificent event to enhance 
understanding, break stereotypes, and build bridges. 

Red Cross Iftar Massey University Iftar 
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Auckland Grammar at IFLC Australia 2018 
7 talented Auckland Grammar boys represented New Zealand at the International Festival of  Language 
and Culture 2018. 

In what was an extraordinary display, Cruze, Daetona, Maika, Rawiri, Ngawari, Pukeroa, and Takerei 
performed a song (Waiata a-ringa), acknowledging the people who initiated, nurtured and sustained the 
Māori language, and the world famous Haka to an audience of  2000+ at the International Convention 
Centre in Sydney. 
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Diwali Cultural Night 
As part of  the ‘Cultural Night’ series, a Diwali Cultural Night was held to experience first hand the 
Hindu tradition, dances, and food. Diwali signifies a cultural, religious and seasonal holiday for many 
Hindus in Asia and beyond. Candles were lit next to Rama, the Hindu Deity. According to one  tale, 
lights and lamps are lit to ward off  darkness and evil. 

Chinese New Year 
As part of  our ‘Cultural Night’ series, a Chinese New Year Cultural Night was held to experience first-
hand the Chinese culture. Kanwaljit Bakshi MP welcomed guests and appreciated that the Chinese 
New Year was now celebrated so widely. He also applauded PIF’s efforts in bridging together various 
communities. The Chinese New Year is an occasion for families to gather for an annual reunion. 
Families also clean their homes to sweep away bad luck or ill fortune. Traditionally, fortune, happiness, 
wealth, and longevity are themes which are also celebrated. 

Noah’s Pudding Day 
Ashura (Noah’s Pudding) is a day in which 
Muslims, especially Turkish people, share a 
dessert to friends, relatives, neighbours and 
everyone else included in their social circle. The 
dessert is given regardless of  the recipient’s 
religion or belief  system as an offering of  peace 
and love.
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Auckland International Cultural Festival 2018 
The Auckland International Cultural Festival is an opportunity for the public to connect and celebrate 
the many different cultures that call Tāmaki Makaurau home. It took place at the Mt Roskill War 
Memorial Park on Sunday 8 April bringing together more than 50 different cultures. 

We had several stalls at the AICF 2018 including gozleme, Turkish coffee, kebab, and traditional 
baklava. Thousands made their way to the festival this year and our stalls attracted many guests. 

Food stalls, live performances, interactive cultural activities, kids zones, and other interesting events 
make this festival a distinct cultural diversity extravaganza with representatives from all around the 
globe.

Lantern Festival 2018 
We were delighted to be selected for the Lantern Festival held at the Domain in Auckland. Our 
renowned kebab and baklava were on sale for the 3-night event. 

The Chinese festival is the largest of  its kind in New Zealand, which celebrated the New Year of  the 
Dog. 

This festival was the first in which all our packaging was compostable and biodegradable – showcasing 
our commitment to our environment.

https://www.facebook.com/Culturalfestival/
https://www.facebook.com/Culturalfestival/
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Christmas Food Parcels 2017 
We’ve received funds to prepare 60 food parcels to those in need last Christmas. 

PIF works with sponsors and other not-for-profit organisations such as Red Cross, ATWC, and Fatimah 
Foundation to effectively distribute food parcels. We wish to continue these strong relationships for the 
greater good and increase the number of  food parcels we prepare and give out. 

Photos attached below. A big thank you for everyone who donated and contributed to this cause. 
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Radnor Road Little Pearls COMPLETE! 
Little Pearls, Mount Roskill is now complete and opened in April. The centre is conveniently located on 
Radnor Road and has a capacity of  50 children. Get in touch if  you would like to tour the new premises 
and see what sets us apart from the rest. 

http://pif.org.nz
mailto:info@pif.org.nz
http://pif.org.nz
mailto:info@pif.org.nz

